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SMOC in the Rankings

The new colour-coded standard events were introduced with the start of the new
year along some people moving up an age class and of course SMOC held its
own ranking event at Silverstone, so there are several changes to the latest
listings.

The format, as usual, shows the position and age class as well as the total
number of points and the number of scoring events.

Position | Class Name Ranking Points (no. events)
172 M21S Oliver Tomlinson 749 (1)
71 MA45L Roger Williams 6189 (6)
289 MA45L Dave Varty 253 (1)
82 M50L Andrew Welsh 6156 (6)
194 M50L Mike Jones 3100 (3)
219 M50L Richard Pownall 2198 (2)
147 M50S Haydn Leaker 1171 (1)
81 M55L Steve Hardy 5813 (6)
154 M55L Mike Jones 3182 (3)
36 M55S John Shaw 4874 (6)
91 M55S Steve Hardy 1266 (1)
40 M60S John Shaw 4527 (5)
112 M60S Terry Penny 975 (2)
6 W40S Karen Vines 7129 (2)
17 WA45S Helen Nisbet 6157 (6)
96 WA45S Wendy Williams 513 (1)
120 W55L Ann Harris 039 (1)
5 W55S Rosie Shaw 7079 (6)

Here is something of an explanation for the newer club members who might be
puzzled by the listing.

All full members of British Orienteering are eligible, if you have only ‘Local’
membership of SMOC you won't be eligible.

If you haven’t completed a run at a Level 2 event, you won't be listed but there is
consideration being given to extending ranking to include other races as well, but
nothing has been implemented yet.

You don’'t have to do anything (except run!) to be included, results are submitted
by each event organiser and scores computed automatically so you will be
awarded points if you successfully completed your course. With the new colour
coded courses, it is less obvious which course you must run to score points —
check the draft guidelines on the British Orienteering web site if you're not sure -
http://www.britishorienteering.org.uk/downloads/documents/EventGuidelineBLevel
23CrossCountryEventsJanuary2009DRAFT. pdf
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ARMCHAIR ORIENTEERING

Some while ago | gave details in SMOC Signals of ‘Catching Features’ an
orienteering computer games but there are several other orienteering simulation
games available on the Internet, they all seem to be for Microsoft not Mac users.
Some are good introductions to orienteering; one or two might be useful for training
when you can't get outside to the park.

"Catching Features" from

By far the most realistic simulation of an outdoor event. This game reproduces a complete event
with day-1 and day-2 courses, other competitors, wildlife, great maps, and wet stream
crossings. The scenery is detailed with good terrain, various water features, and all kinds of
vegetation. This level of complexity requires a fast, new, computer and lots of disk space. There
is 6meg free demo available for download, with the complex versions available for on-line
purchase.

"WinOrient" from

This is Shareware available for download, but if you want the full version then you need a
$19.95 licence fee which gives you 1000 maps and 1000 courses. It has very good graphics in
both full screen and windowed mode. There is not much variety in vegetation; every tree looks
the same; no thickets, no bushes. The map is a bit sparse, but it has good-looking moss-
covered rocks! It takes a long time to complete each leg - closer to the time you would take for
an outdoor event! Replaying your route enables you to learn from your mistakes, alternatively,
you take an arctic train ride!

"WIinOL" from http://www.melin.nu/winol/winole direct.html

This is also Shareware which doesn’'t seem to be freely sold any longer, but the demo version is
available for free. A good overall program though less sophisticated. The software controls are
most intuitive, and therefore, make a good introduction to those unfamiliar to orienteering. The
map quality is not quite as good as the previous program. The program does allow you to run
through the scenery by holding down an arrow key. After a run, WinOL will replay your route
choices on the map.

"Oriantica" from http://www.melin.nu/oriantica/index eng.html

This is the development from WinOL The demo version is freely available but the full licensed
version costs 39 Euro or 330 Swedish Crowns. Both Oriantica and Catching Features can use
OCAD maps to create simulations of real orienteering events and can host competitions over

the Internet. If you buy Oriantica you also get a copy of WinOL



British Championships in the New Forest
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