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Chairman’s Chat ..........................
Chairman's AGM Report
It has only been six months since the last AGM so this should be a fairly brief
report. We have been quite busy on the event front since the last AGM
though having managed 7 Keyne-Os, a district and a regional event.
The district event was held at Holcot and Reynold on one of the wettest
days of the Autumn; fortunately it included an Yvette Baker qualifier
(whatever that is) which pulled in lots of juniors and led to a healthy entry
and sufficient profit to buy a nice new tent.
Due to an unfortunate concatenation of circumstances we found
ourselves committed to running a Keyne-O on the same day as the district
event. It was very wet in Milton Keynes too and Karen and I had a very
damp morning at Shenley Wood running the event from the car.
Surprisingly (it was very wet) about twenty people turned up including at
least one complete beginner.
Generally Keyne-O is attracting a healthy attendance. Since the last AGM
we have run 7 Keyne-O events. These have attracted some 274 entries,
which as many of the entries are from groups represents at least 500
people. Despite the low entry fee Keyne-O pays for itself and even
manages to turn a modest profit. This year we introduced a slightly higher
entry fee for non club members which was sufficient incentive for quite a
few to join up (free entry helps!).
Thanks are due to Helen for organising the new Club kit which should help
in fostering a club identity; hopefully we might have it for the JK.
SMOCs big major event this winter was the regional event held at the
cunningly renamed Silverstone North, Bucknell and Hazelborough doesn't
have quite the same cachet as Silverstone! This was our first event using the
new BOF competition structure with it's plethora of weird colour
combinations. Everyone seemed to cope OK and, I'm sure once it beds in it
will work well.
This was an event that was very close to being a victim of the weather;
deep snow in the woods isn't really a problem but in the car parking field it
is! Fortunately the local farmer helped out with the use of his yard and the
road was (just) wide enough to take the overflow.
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To add to the problems of the event the Controller fell ill just before the
event and Keith ended up being effectively both Organiser and Controller.
Keith did a sterling job in ensuring the event went ahead despite all the
problems.
This event was also the EA championships and congratulations are due to
our EA Champions: M55 champion Mike Jones and M10 champion James
Nisbet (Pause for applause).
The Silverstone North map required an extensive resurvey which was ably
coordinated by Robert Dove who continues to keep both SMOC and EA
mappers on the straight and narrow as regional mapping adviser.
On the mapping front the Keyne-O maps are regularly updated before
each event. The Holcot and Reynold map was also updated. The
Rammamere map was updated for a radio orienteering event and it is
looking hopeful that we may be able to use this extension to Stockgrove
for future events.
Finally looking forward one of my targets for this year is to increase the
number of people both organising and planning Keyne-O events. This is the
fourth year that we have run these events and so far Karen and myself
have either planned and organised or organised them all. I already have
a number of volunteers to plan and organise some events this year but will
be looking for more; neither planning or organising are terribly onerous. So
please consider doing one or even both!

May you always run in sunlit forests,

Steve

.
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Membership Secretary’s AGM Report
Since my last report, which was only in the autumn,
membership has increased from 44 households (77 individuals)
to 52 (90). However this figure may be higher as the BOF
national office have been having problems with their system
and I have some core members who apparently haven’t
renewed - but I’m sure they have or will do shortly.
This is an increase of 18%. However we mustn’t rest on our
laurels as 17 of these are members who have joined since we
began charging an extra £1 for non-members.

Helen Nisbet

As you can see from the various reports included we had
our AGM on 20 March. This was combined with the
annual dinner and presentation evening.
Our thanks to Richard Pownall for organising a delicious
meal and a very enjoyable evening.

2008 Club Champions

Senior:
Ladies:
Junior:
Handicap:

Ric Brackenbury
Helen Nisbet
James Nisbet
Richard Pownall
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Ric

Helen

Richard
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TREASURER’S
TREASURER’S AGM REPORT
REPORT
After the very profitable year of 2007 it was back down to earth for 2008.
Although still reporting a profit for 2008, it should be noted that this could easily
have been a considerable loss if we had to employ the services of outside

companies for our mapping activities, and that the standard of maps produced
would not come up to that that we have come to expect from our own people

In order to more accurately represent the true costs of running the club and to
thank those involved in what is a very time consuming activity, it was recently

agreed that members of the mapping team be reimbursed travelling costs incurred
by them whilst carrying out these tasks.

Thank you, to all those in the Club, be it mappers or event organisers, for laying
on the various competitions that have kept the accounts in the black for yet
another year.

Neil Carter
More detailed accounts are available to members from Neil should they require
them

We are delighted to welcome
the following new members:
Jim and Shaun Austin from Brackley,
Chloe Wiblin and Wendy Hambridge from Newport Pagnell,
Tracey and Daren Haseldine from Milton Keynes
and the Hopkins family from Northampton
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SMOC in the Rankings
The new colour-coded standard events were introduced with the start of the new
year along some people moving up an age class and of course SMOC held its
own ranking event at Silverstone, so there are several changes to the latest
listings.
The format, as usual, shows the position and age class as well as the total
number of points and the number of scoring events.
Position
172
71
289
82
194
219
147
81
154
36
91
40
112
6
17
96
120
5

Class
M21S
M45L
M45L
M50L
M50L
M50L
M50S
M55L
M55L
M55S
M55S
M60S
M60S
W40S
W45S
W45S
W55L
W55S

Name
Oliver Tomlinson
Roger Williams
Dave Varty
Andrew Welsh
Mike Jones
Richard Pownall
Haydn Leaker
Steve Hardy
Mike Jones
John Shaw
Steve Hardy
John Shaw
Terry Penny
Karen Vines
Helen Nisbet
Wendy Williams
Ann Harris
Rosie Shaw

Ranking Points (no. events)
749 (1)
6189 (6)
253 (1)
6156 (6)
3100 (3)
2198 (2)
1171 (1)
5813 (6)
3182 (3)
4874 (6)
1266 (1)
4527 (5)
975 (2)
7129 (2)
6157 (6)
613 (1)
939 (1)
7079 (6)

Here is something of an explanation for the newer club members who might be
puzzled by the listing.
All full members of British Orienteering are eligible, if you have only ‘Local’
membership of SMOC you won’t be eligible.
If you haven’t completed a run at a Level 2 event, you won’t be listed but there is
consideration being given to extending ranking to include other races as well, but
nothing has been implemented yet.
You don’t have to do anything (except run!) to be included, results are submitted
by each event organiser and scores computed automatically so you will be
awarded points if you successfully completed your course. With the new colour
coded courses, it is less obvious which course you must run to score points –
check the draft guidelines on the British Orienteering web site if you’re not sure http://www.britishorienteering.org.uk/downloads/documents/EventGuidelineBLevel
23CrossCountryEventsJanuary2009DRAFT.pdf
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ARMCHAIR ORIENTEERING
Some while ago I gave details in SMOC Signals of ‘Catching Features’ an
orienteering computer games but there are several other orienteering simulation
games available on the Internet, they all seem to be for Microsoft not Mac users.
Some are good introductions to orienteering; one or two might be useful for training
when you can't get outside to the park.
"Catching Features" from www.catchingfeatures.com
By far the most realistic simulation of an outdoor event. This game reproduces a complete event
with day-1 and day-2 courses, other competitors, wildlife, great maps, and wet stream
crossings. The scenery is detailed with good terrain, various water features, and all kinds of
vegetation. This level of complexity requires a fast, new, computer and lots of disk space. There
is 6meg free demo available for download, with the complex versions available for on-line
purchase.
"WinOrient" from www.mirakron.com
This is Shareware available for download, but if you want the full version then you need a
$19.95 licence fee which gives you 1000 maps and 1000 courses. It has very good graphics in
both full screen and windowed mode. There is not much variety in vegetation; every tree looks
the same; no thickets, no bushes. The map is a bit sparse, but it has good-looking mosscovered rocks! It takes a long time to complete each leg - closer to the time you would take for
an outdoor event! Replaying your route enables you to learn from your mistakes, alternatively,
you take an arctic train ride!
"WinOL" from http://www.melin.nu/winol/winole_direct.html
This is also Shareware which doesn’t seem to be freely sold any longer, but the demo version is
available for free. A good overall program though less sophisticated. The software controls are
most intuitive, and therefore, make a good introduction to those unfamiliar to orienteering. The
map quality is not quite as good as the previous program. The program does allow you to run
through the scenery by holding down an arrow key. After a run, WinOL will replay your route
choices on the map.
"Oriantica" from http://www.melin.nu/oriantica/index_eng.html
This is the development from WinOL The demo version is freely available but the full licensed
version costs 39 Euro or 330 Swedish Crowns. Both Oriantica and Catching Features can use
OCAD maps to create simulations of real orienteering events and can host competitions over
the Internet. If you buy Oriantica you also get a copy of WinOL

Keith Downing
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British Championships in the New Forest

Mike Jones

Rosie Shaw

John Shaw
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Mike Jones
East Anglian Orienteering Association
M55 Champion
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SMOC Signals
We are considering future issues of the magazine so would like some
feedback from members. Please take a few minutes to complete the
following questionnaire and return it to me , thanks
Please complete then copy and paste it into an email to me
Sue Leaker
sleaker@dsl.pipex.com

Do you regularly read the online
YES or NO
version of SMOC Signals
In the past did you read the
YES or NO
printed version
Are you happy with the online
version
YES or NO
As the fixtures list is now available
on the website do you think a three
monthly magazine is a good idea
Would you be prepared to pay
between £6 to £8 per year for a
printed version
Are you signed up for SMOC at
yahoo groups
Do you have any other comments
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SMOC Signals deadlines
issue date
June 2009
August 2009
October 2009
December 2009

copy deadline
24 May 2009
19 July 2009
20 September 2009
22 November 2009

Don’t forget to check the website for
fixtures, results, SMOC personnel,
SMOC Signals deadlines
or any other information you require
http://www.smoc.info
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