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Chairman’s Chat .......................... 
 
AGM Chairman’s Report 

 
This is SMOC's 21st Anniversary year and it's good to note that there are still several 

founder members active within the club.  It would be nice to give a potted history of 

SMOC but my ignorance, not being an original, makes it difficult.  So I'll stick with the 

usual chairman's report and give you a summary of the past year’s highlights. It's 

actually been a quite a short year as the last AGM was held in July 2006;  checking 

back with last year’s minutes I need to  cover the Sprint Championships here. As I was 

about as far away as it’s possible to be when they took place I can only really say that 

it was a  successful well run event that did SMOC proud. Especial thanks to John, Keith 

and Robert who put  an enormous amount of effort into making it such a success. 

 

The delay in the AGM did enable me to take over as Chairman as I'd been in NZ until 

the end of June.  After the Sprint-O we put on the usual Summer series events 

culminating in a torrid final at Twywell.   

 

Over the last few years SMOC has been suffering a loss of membership, particularly of 

experienced orienteers, and when I took over as Chairman I felt we needed to try and 

address this both to gain new members and encourage existing members to remain 

active. Inspired by experience in NZ, where the Auckland club put on a summer series 

event every week in local parks that attracted 100+ competitors, we came up with 

Keyne-O. 

 

The format of events based on  MK parks with 3 simple courses and minimal formality 

has proved successful, regularly attracting 40+ competitors, both new faces and old 

lags. We don't yet have the resources for weekly events but we have put on an event a 

month since October and the intention is to maintain the frequency of low key events 

at this level.  For the summer we will go a little further afield for the Summer series before 

returning to Milton Keynes parks for the Autumn and Winter.   

 

I'm sure that with some effort on the publicity front we could increase the participation 

in Keyne-O but those of us putting on the events have enough to do just doing that – 

we still have  vacancy for a publicity officer and would welcome a volunteer with open 

arms. 

 

One thing that has proved invaluable in putting on KO is the new club tent. This can 

(just about) be put up by 2 of us, will survive a gale and is palatial, in size at least. We 

can manage registration, master maps and even the start / finish in the tent. 

 

We do have plans for bigger events in the pipeline. Starting tomorrow with a district 

event at Brogborough.  Also coming up is our badge  Regional event at Salcey in 

October where it will be a case of all hands to the pumps especially as it's also the 

Midland Championships. 
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The club has several active mappers and mapping activity continues apace. I've 

produced 1.5 basic maps of Milton Keynes parks for Keyne-O.  The areas being used for 

major events are being upgraded and ditches added (or is it removed?) as necessary. 

 

Robert has mapped the Frontier Centre. This is an outdoor centre in the Nene valley 

which had been putting on some rather desultory orienteering as an activity – Roberts 

map will enable them to put on some proper events and the club has also been 

involved with establishing permanent control sites and courses for them.  We will be 

holding the Summer Series finale at frontier centre. 

 

Electronic SMOC signals is now a reality and it would probably be published even 

sooner if I could manage to get my Chairman's Chats in on time.  The switch to eSignals 

has enabled us to drop SMOC membership fees to £0 which certainly hasn't done 

recruitment any harm. I suppose the crunch comes when BOF fees become due next 

year but even these seem surprisingly low. 

 

We are also to trying to keep members informed of what the committee are up to and 

we have published the committee minutes on the web.  I hope you have all found 

them fascinating reading. Anyone is welcome to come along to committee meetings. 

The next committee meeting will be special. This will be an open meeting with the 

venue a local pub. The intention is to plan our next years events and look at options 

beyond that, Helen Errington our local Regional development officer will also come 

along to tell us her role in  developing orienteering.  

 

I'd like to say a big thank you to Jen Holroyd (ably assisted by Stan) for ten years of 

sterling work in keeping the club finances on the straight and narrow.  THANKYOU – and 

enjoy Scotland. 

 

 

May you always run in sunlit forests, 

 

         

                  Steve 
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SMOC AGM 2007 
The club AGM was held at the annual dinner, ensuring the largest turn out for many years, but 
also shortening the proceedings to move onto the key proceedings of the evening – enjoying 
the meal. 
 
Steve Hardy made a brief report before Helen Nisbet gave her membership report, which was 
unable to show an increase in numbers but did raise the question as to what would result from 
the changed national membership structure. Jen Holroyd then presented the accounts for 2006, 
including SprintO. Full accounts were circulated and are available for any SMOC member who 
may wish to see a copy. It was agreed to continue the membership fee structure for 2007 which 
would result in SMOC members paying only the BOF fee. 
 
The final necessity of the evening was to elect the committee which resulted in the 
reappointment of the existing members with the exception that Jen Holroyd was replaced by 
Neil Carter who took over as treasurer. 
 

 

 

 

SMOC is delighted to welcome the following new member 

Edward Phillip Anatoliy Holroyd 
Who joined us on 9 May 2007 

Congratulations to Mum and Dad, Maria and Phillip,  

and proud grandparents Stan and Jenny 
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2007 ANNIVERSARIES 
 

In the mid 1960’s when I was aged 11 and 12, I attended Chippenham Grammar School 

which expected boys to enjoy having their faces rubbed in the mud on the rugby field 

every week. The only escape was the rare cross country run around the school field. It was 

at this time that orienteering was being introduced into Britain and Wiltshire was doing its 

bit to promote events.  

40 years ago my PE teacher managed to encourage a small group of us to travel to nearby 

Calne on a Saturday morning in March 1967 where we were provided indoor changing 

facilities with showers adjacent to the start and finish, something which is almost unknown 

even today. The teacher had explained how to use a compass, even how to adjust grid 

north to magnetic north. 

We had no idea what we were doing as boys and girls were paired up and given a black and 

white photocopy of an ordnance survey map. I was able to identify the school and the 

location of the start on the map before we set off.  

My partner and I soon found the first control and we stamped our control card with the 

john bull-style ink pad (who even knows what a john bull printing set is today?!!) 

We saw other boys and girls heading off down the track and through the muddy gate, so 

we followed, and passed, them on our way to the next control. Another ink stamp and we 

were off again. My fascination with maps and familiarity of following the straggle of cross 

country runners in front meant that we were able to finish in 3rd place and I was able to 

enjoy running through the mud working out our route on the map without some other boy 

trying to flatten me.  

There was only one problem, I couldn’t understand the point of the sport when compared 

to cross country, but all became clear when I was asked by one of the other boys why my 

map was blank.  I explained that it was how I had been given it, and he asked whether we 

had been to the master maps. Somehow nobody had pointed out this essential element of 

the sport to us, and explained that following was one of the sport’s major crimes! 

A few weeks later, I was watching the local TV news which reported on another 

orienteering event held in Savernake Forest near Marlborough and gave details of the 

next event. Again, Wiltshire orienteering was well ahead of its time by being able to get 

TV coverage. As a result of seeing this other event and now understanding the point of the 

sport, I was determined to have another go. A friend’s father took three of us to the 

Wiltshire Championships, a score event on Milk Hill, open fields and grassland with a 

photocopied OS map.  

The other two boys ran as a pair, leaving me to read the map and navigate on my own, 

except I could see them and some of the controls on the open terrain, which led me into 

some of the controls. Not that the map was totally reliable as controls were described, for 

example, as ‘the gate’ or ‘a gate’. This meant that the former was marked on the map 

whereas the latter was a circle around a white space on the paper and existed only on the 
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ground. My two friends were back before the time deadline, whereas I was one minute 

later, so they were first and I was second with nobody in third place. 

Unfortunately, my parents moved house to the Wirral later in 1967 and I was only able to 

continue cross country running as an escape from rugby, but I had not forgotten my two 

orienteering runs. We even had a notice of another event pinned on the school notice 

board, but I wasn’t able to go and I thought little more about the sport until my university 

prospectus arrived with details of the many clubs and societies, including the orienteering 

club. It had been founded by Jim Knight in 1970, just the year before and had a full-sized 

coach booked for travel to events, charging a match fee of 30p to travel and enter, all 

other costs being paid by the university athletic union.  

By now, maps were specially redrawn for orienteering, but often using only brown, blue, 

black and white and events proudly boasted if they were using four colour maps. The 

university club thrived over the years, and a small hardcore of members continue to run 

today. 2007 therefore marks my 40th anniversary in the sport. 

In subsequent years I’ve moved around the country and joined the local orienteering clubs. 

By 1986 I was living in Tring and belonged to TVOC, although the centre of their activities 

was further west in Oxfordshire. Roger Cole of HH was known to be considering setting up 

a new club to cover Milton Keynes and I let him know I was interested. As part of HH, he 

organised an event in Stockgrove Park followed by an introductory meeting in Waterside 

Sports Centre in Leighton Buzzard which attracted a small group of people interested in 

idea of setting up a new club.  

Besides Roger Cole and myself, Roger& Wendy Williams, then unmarried, Colin Nicholson, 

Rachel Thomas, Stan & Jen Holroyd and Helen Nisbet (to be) and others who have moved 

on quickly, agreed to found a new club but then spent a long time working out what to call 

the club. We wanted a name which could easily be abbreviated, did not identify closely 

with Milton Keynes or Luton or any other single place and which would be distinctive. After 

a lot of talking, the club had a name. 

Helen undertook to produce a club banner – now stitched onto one of the club tents, and 

Stan modelled the clubs first o-suit in the green and gold colours Helen had used for the 

banner.  It just remained for us to buy that club tent, which we felt would be an essential 

focus for the club’s sociability, although dismissed by some in the East Anglian region as an 

extravagant luxury. We held regular monthly club meetings and SMOC Signals appeared 

every two months. We slowly grew in numbers and tried hard to keep the friendly informal 

nature of the club. We made it through to the final of the Compass Sport Cup and club 

members ventured far and wide to events.  

SMOC had arrived ! 

It was to mark these two anniversaries I particularly wanted to hold the event in March at 

Holcot & Reynold Wood – Happy Birthday SMOC! 

 

        Keith  Downing  
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Here’s the latest SMOC IN THE RANKINGS 
 
The position at the beginning of May, before the British Championships are loaded 
is as shown. 
 
As ever, many people don’t have the maximum 6 events to count  –  the number 
of events is the last figure shown.                                                    Keith Downing 
 
 

Position Class Name Points No. events 

163 M21S Ray Mayhew 1015 1 
191 M21S Jason Falconer 821 1 
108 M40L Roger Williams 3401 4 
111 M40S Paul Rushmer 1092 1 
41 M45L Richard Pownall 6750 6 
73 M45L Roger Williams 6084 6 

189 M45L Dorien James 2810 3 
50 M50L Mike Jones 6580 6 
81 M50L Andrew Welsh 6030 6 

185 M50L Haydn Leaker 3011 4 
186 M50L Keith Downing 3006 3 
18 M50S Steve Hardy 6997 6 

159 M50S Richard Harris 1049 1 
47 M55S John Shaw 4918 6 
98 M65L John Lewis 4385 4 
15 W35S Karen Vines 5329 6 
26 W45S Helen Nisbet 5784 6 
53 W45S Debbie Charlton 2473 3 
74 W50S Ann Harris 1022 1 
14 W55S Rosie Shaw 6280 6 
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Summer's coming and it's time to rally the troops for the 

 

Greensand Ridge Relay 
 

- now in its 20th year! 

-  

 

Race date this year is Saturday 23rd June, with starts in Leighton Buzzard 

from about 11am, and a finish at Northill near Biggleswade at about 5pm 

depending on how well the teams find their way. 

 

I'm looking for willing volunteers in one of two ways: 

 

1) Anyone wanting to run in a SMOC team. Men or women (we can enter a mixed 

team if we have 3 ladies). Any age (older runners and under 21's get a 

better handicap) Leg lengths range from about 4 miles to 8 miles. 6 legs in 

all. 

 

So far we have me, Haydn, Andy Sutton and Ric Brackenbury (probably). Who 

else fancies a run? There was a time when we raised 5 teams of 6! We won't 

do that now, but I hope the home team can raise at least one.  

 

2) Anyone willing to man a changeover point or two and record the times. 

Much less hard work, and a good social afternoon. 

 

Volunteers so far are Robert Dove and Mike Jones (possibly). I could use up 

to eight, although fewer if some are able to cover two changeovers. 

 

...or you can always volunteer for both running and timekeeping! 

 

All the details are on SMOC's website at http://www.smoc.info under 

"Greensand Ridge". We should have a good turn-out of teams from our 

customary neighbours. If anyone knows any other clubs or groups that might 

want to raise a team they would be most welcome. It's a nice little earner 

for SMOC too, with not too much effort. 

 

All runners and helpers welcome at the post-race bash at the Crown at 

Northill. The landlord said last year that he'd put on a barbecue for us 

this year, so if he's true to his word there should be food-a-plenty. 

 

Thanks. Do please let me know if you are available. Any questions just drop 

me a line, 

 

                                                 Richard Pownall 
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Robert Dove wins the ChichestRobert Dove wins the ChichestRobert Dove wins the ChichestRobert Dove wins the Chichester Trophy!er Trophy!er Trophy!er Trophy!    
 
The British Orienteering AGM was this year held at the JK. A few SMOC people 
attended [well me, Rosie, Karen and Steve – let’s not overdo it] and the 
undoubted highlight was Robert Dove receiving the Chichester Trophy. 
 
The Trophy is awarded annually for the best amateur cartography. Robert received 
the award for the map of Campbell Park which we used when SMOC hosted the 
2006 British Sprint Championships. The map itself is a model of clarity but it was 
also the first time that the new international Sprint symbols were used in Great 
Britain and Robert put a lot of work into their implementation. 
 
Unfortunately there is no award for legwork but we shouldn’t overlook the work 
also put into revising the map by John Lewis. 
 
The trophy itself is both interesting and appropriate. It is the compass from Gipsy 
Moth, the yacht in which Sir Francis Chichester made the first single handed 
circumference of the globe. 
 
Congratulations Robert !                 John Shaw   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 former SMOC member Katie Penny 

getting married to Alasdair Robertson  

at Drum Castle Chapel  

on Friday 13th April 2007. 
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2006 CLUB  CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

And the winners were..................... 

 
 

      Ladies Champion,  Karen Vines 

                                                                                                                  

 

Open Champion,  Richard Pownall 
 

 

 

                               Handicap Champion,  Mike Jones 
 
 
 

And the Junior Champion was Jonathan Pownall 
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Mapping  Course 

 

A 1 day mapping course for novices is being planned for EAOA this summer. 

 

A number of people from other clubs have already signed up 

 

Place and time are still to be decided. Details might change, but at present the idea is -  

 

One day course, on a Saturday. If we can organise it in time, in June/early July, 

otherwise in September or October. 

Location Santon Downham or Essex University (or elsewhere), depending on who is 

attending. 

Presented/lead by two members of BOF Map Group. 

One PC with OCAD per attendee. 

 

Target audience novice planners (may have helped with fieldwork and have done 

Map Corrections in OCAD, but lacking confidence to produce a map from scratch). 

 

May be subsidised by BOF and EAOA, but possibly a charge to attendees (which could 

be met by their clubs). 

 

Please let me know if you would like to attend 
 

 

Robert Dove,    Mapping Officer ,     
  

01536 513084 ,   robert@dove-kettering.freeserve.co.uk        
 

 

 
 
Edgewick 
 

Can I say a huge 'thank you' to SMOC for putting on this event for us. Everyone I spoke to who 
had done it thoroughly enjoyed it, and some found it very challenging! It was great fun watching 
people racing around, and I'm only sorry I was too busy to come over for a chat or a run. 
 
Thanks again.    Val  Russell 
 
 

The results of Keyne-O 7 at Edgewick Farm are available online now 

http://www.smoc.info/Results/2007/K7.htm 
 
 
 

This link should let you see a bunch of photos from Brogbrough 
 

Such sartorial elegance K !!  : http://www.flickr.com/photos/planet_stan/ 
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Level 1 Coaching course 
 

Sat 23rd June 2007, 9.30 – 4.30pm 
Simon Balle school, Mangrove Road, Hertford. 

 
A one day course aimed at anyone wishing to move in to  
coaching. Can be used for work in schools, with the club  

or just with your own family. 
 

Cost £10 for certificate and CD of resources. 
 

For further information contact Helen Errington 
 

Helenerrington@britishorienteering.org.uk 
 

 
 

Planner, Controller, Organiser courses 

 
Saturday 23rd June 2007 

Venue:  Simon Balle School, Mangrove Road, Hertford 

 

Time: 10.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. 
 

Who should attend? 
These courses are aimed at people who want to find out about planning, organising  

and controlling at local events and district (colour coded) events. 
 

Those attending the controller’s course should have previous experience of organising and 
planning. Attendance at a controller course is one of the pre-requisites for becoming a BOF 

Grade 3 Controller. 
 

Contact: Helenerrington@britishorienteering.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 

Bucks Sport Education and Training Programme 
 
For the May E-news  and 
We now have the May - September programme booklets in our possession.   
Please go to the website for further information or contact 
 
Nicole Brooks 
Partnership Administrator 
Bucks & Milton Keynes Sports Partnership 
nbrooks@buckssport.org 
 
Tel: 01296 585215           Fax: 01296 585672 
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WHITE  ROSE  WEEKEND 
 
Each year, when the JK is over, many orienteers start to think about the summer ahead and the 
prospect of orienteering holidays.  Whether it’s the World Masters in Kuusamo in June, the O-
Ringen in Östergötland  in July or the Scottish 6 days in August, this has all the makings of a great 
summer for travelling orienteers. 

After mention of such exotic locations, it is with some trepidation that I mention the White Rose 
weekend – now in its 36th year in North Yorkshire! 

But I am taking the opportunity of e-mailing club chairs, newsletters editors / secretaries (at least 
those who publicise their e-mail address) to offer to supply information (paper or electronic) 
about this years White Rose weekend – hopefully for circulation to members in your Clubs/area. 

Why bother? 

Because White Rose offers a combination of relaxed orienteering, a delightful campsite and good 
atmosphere – all in some of Northern England’s most attractive and scenic countryside.  This 
year: 

• Two regional events (foot-O) 
• One team relay (foot-O) 
• One informal night score event (foot-O) 
• One daytime score event (MT Bike-O 

..and all this is happening in and around Pickering Forest – one of the best O-areas in the North 
York Moors National Park, used for JK and over major events.  The two regional events will 
focus on the rarely used S part of the forest, including the semi-open plateau of Stony Moor.   

There are numerous “après-O” opportunities for all ages and the whole family.  Lots of ideas on 
the event website. 

The exclusive event campsite and assembly this year is a secluded 11 acre meadow, near the 
village of Newton-on-Rawcliffe – a great venue for what will be a great weekend. 

But don’t take my word for it….  Read last years account of the 2006 White Rose, first published 
last October, but now on-line at www.CompassSport.co.uk.   In the April issue of Compass 
Sport, you can win a free entry to the weekend",  

Also check out this April’s edition of the magazine for a preview of this year’s White Rose, a 
write-in competition and information about the history of UK’s longest established orienteering 
holiday weekend. 

And check out the event website – loads of information about the weekend. 

Resources on offer now: 

• Here is a link to www.whiteroseweekend.org.uk – even more information and links to pre-
entry 

• Attached is a copy of the event flyer. (as distributed at the JK)  

• We will happily supply volumes of flyers to club newsletter editors for circulation to 
members.  E-mail me to wr2007org@tiscali.co.uk 

• Please can I ask that you use these resources to provide information to your members the 
White Rose Weekend in late August – and hope to see you in Yorkshire in the Summer. 

Regards,          Bill Griffiths,      Organiser – White Rose 2007   tel: 0771 00 2961 
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Don’t forget to check the website for 
fixtures,   results,   SMOC personnel,  

SMOC Signals deadlines 
or any other information you require 

http://www.smoc.info 

 
 


