
Organiser’s comments 

I love visiting Stowe and I’m afraid I rather take it for granted because I live so close by!  I am glad that 
so many of you enjoyed the experience of orienteering in this special place. 

Steve and Karen came up with some challenging courses and were justified in their decision to offer a 
wide range of options.  Thanks also to Carol Edwards who did a fantastic job, controlling an event for the 
first time.  The National Trust were very accommodating of us and we must thank them for letting us hold 
an event on their property.  They placed a lot of trust in us to run this event, especially on what turned 
out to be such a busy day for them even without an additional 250 orienteers! 

Thank you to those of you who gave up your maps after your run.  We had quite a journey from feeling 
panicked at the low numbers entered on-line just a few days before the first cut-off date, through seeing 
entries rise and rise after deciding on map numbers to being rather overwhelmed at the volume of you 
pressing to enter on the day even before 10am (I blame the clocks going back!).  I must thank all my 
helpers for coping with the challenge and ensuing that we received lots of positive feedback. 

Freya Askham 

 

Planner’s Comments 

Stowe is a delightful place to plan and is possibly at it's best in Autumn.  It really is a privilege to be able 
to use such a stunning area for orienteering.  However, there are considerable constraints on planning, 
with significant areas of out-of-bounds and an inconvenient uncrossable fence dividing the area.  This 
lead to a large numbers of controls on longer courses, with several needed just to steer you around the 
OOB though the frequent changes of direction should have kept you thinking.  

The most significant area of feedback was that the map scale was too small. While I'm still of the opinion 
that for the majority of the area 1:10000 is the most suitable scale given the level of detail, the Lamport 
Gardens, which most courses visited early on,do contain some intricate detail that would benefit from a 
larger scale map.  We will take feedback on board so expect something bigger and better next time you 
run at Stowe. 

As is apparent from the results there was a problem with control 103.  The box was correctly recording 
visits but the times were incorrect so split times cannot be calculated.  We had synchronised all the 
boxes just prior to the event so a faulty box is probably to blame.  Apologies for this. 

Finally some thanks. First to the National Trust for allowing us to run at Stowe and giving us pretty much 
free reign on control placement.  A big thank you also to Carol Edwards, our controller.  It was Carol's 
first event as controller and she did a thorough and efficient job.  She was also rather more hands on 
than she expected on the day of the event when a series of minor crises meant she was both hanging 
and checking controls as well as doing a long marshalling stint above and beyond the normal job 
description of a controller.  Freya Askham did a sterling job as organiser and Rob Askham, as our buggy 
driver, did an excellent job in helping us collect in the controls in an efficient and even enjoyable manner.  
Karen Vines, assistant planner, did an excellent job particularly on the Saturday when huge bags of 
control stakes were particularly trying and Sunday morning when things were somewhat hectic. 

Steve Hardy 

 

Controller’s comments 

What a lovely day for an event: relatively warm, with virtually no wind, and with perfect reflections in the 
lake when I started checking controls early on.  Steve and Karen used the area to good effect, planning 
with imagination and ingenuity, given the numerous restrictions on routes, and the inherent lack of 
technical difficulty in the area. 

In particular, the White and Yellow courses were planned to provide challenge, while staying within the 
technical guidelines for these courses.  Unfortunately, while marshalling during the event, I needed to 



help out several competitors on White and Yellow who had gone astray.  Getting lost and having to 
relocate independently can be an important learning experience, although not necessarily so much on 
Yellow and White, but perhaps some at-a-distance shadowing and discussion would have worked well. 

People seemed to enjoy the longer courses on offer, with the chance to run direct, without encountering 
brambles and brashings, and in such a picturesque setting.  The main suggestion for improvement, 
which I heard from many people, was that the map could usefully be printed at a larger scale, so that the 
crossing points could be more easily identified, and so that the detail within the Lamport Garden in the 
south east of the area could be more legible. 

This was my first job as a controller, so thank you to the SMOC team for being understanding when I 
asked some obvious questions, and when I was anxious to push the timetable on more than they 
thought was necessary.  I sought comment on the event from all my constructively critical friends in 
TVOC, and from experienced controllers who were there, and will be making notes to take forward to my 
next controlling job, wherever/whenever that is. 

Carol Edwards TVOC 

 


