
Organiser's comments 

 

Thank you to everyone who came to our urban event — we hope you enjoyed your day, despite 
the rain and the unexpectedly muddy paths in the woods! 

It was especially nice to welcome several of our regulars from the Keyne-O series, some of 
whom were trying out electronic punching for the first time. 

Unfortunately, control 100 was stolen soon after we started, affecting early runners on courses 
2 and 4. The box was quickly replaced but in the interests of fairness the relevant leg was 
voided for those courses, and the results reflect this. 

We had lots of positive comments from competitors, both on the excellent mapping by Robert 
Dove and his team, and on Freya’s entertaining range of courses. Many thanks to them, and to 
Jim Prowting from TVOC, who did an excellent job as our controller in the lead-up to the event. 
Also thanks to Steve Hardy, who stepped in as on-day controller when Jim couldn’t be there. 

Finally, a big thank you to every one of our helpers, especially those who did ‘outside’ duty in 
the rain — the event couldn’t have happened without you! 

Our next Keyne-O event will be on Sunday, July 10 at Great Linford. Hope to see lots of you 
there! 

Ros James 

 

Planner’s comments 

I have planned several level C forest events and plenty of our local Keyne-O events, but this was 
my first experience of planning a full urban – and it certainly presented more of a challenge 
than I was expecting! I tied myself in knots on Purple Pen trying to plan legs with plenty of 
route choice whilst keeping to the appropriate distance for each course. Lola (my dog) and I 
pounded the streets for days on end getting to know every nook and cranny of the estates. 

It is amazing to think that we started with just a map of the wood, and Robert and his team did 
an amazing job of mapping the surrounding area and finally fitting it all onto the finished page 
size! 

I was expecting the wood to be a lot drier by June than it was and can honestly say that the 
small paths used by most courses weren’t that slippery when I was planning, even in April! The 
rain just kept coming, even soaking many of you out on the course in the middle of the 
morning. 

I was very disappointed that a control was stolen and sorry to all those whose courses were 
affected. This will, unfortunately, continue to be a risk with urban orienteering. 

Thank you to all of you who helped on the day. Special thanks to Karen Vines and Steve Hardy 
who stepped in at the last minute to help me hang the controls on Saturday morning and to 
cover 'on-the-day' controller duties. Finally thanks to my band of trusty control collectors – 
Rachel Edwards, Graham and Janet Pembery, Ian Byrne and Tamar and Kevin Hopkins. 

Freya Askham 


